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AgTeeiIeNt DETWeen Ine Marine
~orps/Navy, the state and the EPA right
now,” said B.W. Elston, deputy assistant
chief of staff, facilities, MCB. The agree-
ment wijl coordinate how all interested
parues will approach the cleanup effort.
“With that agreement, we will beon-line
10 start Phase 111, which is developing the
technology and aciually doing the
cleanup.”

Closing and moving the fuel farm in
the Hadnot Point Industrial Area will be
one of the base’s top priorities, Elston
said. '

“Fuel leaks over the years at the fuel
farm have resulied in a plume of fuel
underneath the {arm that threatens our
ground water in that arez,” Elston said.
“Closing and moving the fuel farm has
been a too priority. We are already tak-
ing measures o clean the site up.”

The only holdup has been in obtaining
funding.

“We plan to close thar fuel farm as
5001 as we can get an alternate or em-
porary fuel farm on line,” Elston added.
“¥We are awaiing urgent construction
funds from HOMC to build a new facil-
ty.”

The Hadnot Point Industrial Area re-
mains the base’s biggest environmental
concern. Elston said if the area is ranked
on the EPA’s National Priorities Listing,
funds will be made available through the
Defense Environmental Restoration Ac-
count for the cleanup.

Some corrective action is already be-
ing taken at the old gas station in Tarawa
Terrace.

“Right now, we have a system
operating in Tarawa Terrace, where a
pump is taking water from underground
and separating contaminants,” base En-
vironmental Engineer Elizabeth Betz
said. “But it’s something that will take a
long time to fix.”

The housing area and Camp Johnson
are now served by a permanent water line
from the Hadnot Point treatment facility.

In addition, the base is continuing
regular monitoring of the drinking water
system.

“New state regulations have come out
mandating tests every five years. unless
a system is classified as ‘vulnerable,’ in
which case testing is done every three
years,” Betz said. “We gernerally run tesis

CLEANUP UNDERW
and filter ope rate pear the commissary in
the Tarawa Terrace housing area,
separating contaminants from ground-
water. The h ousing area’s water is sup-
plied viz a pe rmanent line from the main
water ftreatrment plant on Holcomb
Boulevard.

more ofien than is required.”

Results of testng in March indicate the
quality of drinking water at Camp Le-
jeune/New R iver is well within state and
federal standaards under the Safe Drink-
ing Warter Actof 1983. The check for 36
potenuial comtaminants produced no
significant negative [indings.

“We met all the hmits set forth in the
Safe Drinking Water Act,” Betz noted.
“As a matter of fact, nothing was found
above detectron levels. The technoiogy

we have now <an detect up 10 a half-part

per bilbon, w hich 1s pretty minute.”

The tests also sought chemicals
classified as “unregulated” by the EPA
— compeounds for which the agency has
not yet set accepiable himits.

“They didn”t show up within detection
parameters either,” Betz said.

Tests are conducted by both base per-
sonnel and owatside agencies.

“We do a lot of the bacteria tests on-
base, some of them on a weekly basis,”
Beiz said. “Fox the tests that are required
only every feww years, we generally con-
tract them out to outside laboratories.”

Having iden tified the trouble spots and
taken action to protect the drinking water
supply on an immediate basis, base of-
ficials are now preparing to start the pro-
cess of cleanizng up contaminated sites
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and flfer operate near the commissary in
the Tarawa Terrace housing area,
separafing contaminants from ground-
water. The housing area’s water is sup-
plied via a permanent line from the main
water treatment plant on Holcomb
Boulevard.

more often than is required.”

Results of testing in March indicate the
quality of drinking water at Camp Le-
jeune/New River is well within state and
iederal standards under the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act of 1983. The check for 36
potential contaminants produced no
significant negative findings.

“We met all the limits set forth in the
Safe Drinking Water Act,” Betz noted.
“As a matter of fact, notl’ung was found
above detection levels. The technology
we have now can detect up to a half-part
per billion, which is preity minute.”

The tests also sought chemicals
classified as “unregulated” by the EPA
— compounds for which the agency has
not yet set acceptabie limits.

“They didn’t show up within detection
parameters either,” Betz said.

Tests are conducted by both base per-
sonnel and outside agencies.

“We do a Jot of the bacteria tests on-
base, some of them on a weekly basis,”
Betz said. “For the tests that are réquired
only every few years, we generally con-
tract them cut to ouiside laboratories.”

Having identified the trouble spots and
taken action to protect the drinking water
supply on an immediate basis, base of-
ficials are now preparing to start the pro-
cess of cleaning up contaminated sites

" River water system.

CLEANUP CONTINUES— A pump and filter system is now operating in the
Tarawa Terrace area to separate contaminants from groundwater. The groundwat .
was contaminated by chemicals from a dry cleaning business in Jacksonville.

that could still threaten the Iejeune/New

“Part of Phase III is developing the
technology to clean up the contaminants,”
Elston said. “It’s not an easytask to get these
chemicals out of the soil and waier. and
dispose of them safely. It will be a long, ex-
pensive process.”

NEXT: Cleanup and prevention of future
contaminarion




