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October 30, 2000
Thomas A, Townsend

Daay Nr. Towncend:

Thank you for your letters dated July 21, 2000 and
42, 3000, regarding the issue of drinking water contamination at
Camp Lejeuna, North Caralina. I Tegxot that it has taken me wo _
lang t2 reepond to your letter, but I needed to take thut time to
oonduct my own inguiries inre thie matter. '

Based ou my review, it is svident that in the marly 1880's
the groundwater snd two drinking water distribution Rystems at
Marine Corps Base (NCB) Camp Ledeuns wers datermined i:; contain

cparatione, These . lmnwn as volatile organie ¢ 8
(Voda), consisted primarily of trichloroethylens (TCE) and its
bre products di epe (DCE) end tetrachloreethvlens

firat .beemo oontaminated with thege Sompounds, however,
FPabruary 1986, all contaminated drinkirg water wells (12) had
besn located and ghut down. The contaminated wells have nor been

One source of the groundwater contamination (primarily pem)
yas a private, sff-base dry cleaning business, ABC Cleaners.
Bolvents migratwd from ABc Claanexs outo MCB Camp Lejeuns and
contaminated two dr water walls that provided water to
residents of the Tavawa Texzace Housing area. ABC was listed en
the R tal Protectien Agency (BEA) ¥atiema]l Prioritiea
I:is§ (NPL) iz 1999, and ia qurrently being cleansd up by EPA,
Region IvV. A :

In 1983, MCB. Camp Lejoune conducted an initial asseopment of
potentially contamineted mreas en Bage. A2 a result of the
Aesuesment, the EPA listed Camp Lejeune ow the ¥PL in 1989. In
1991, the MCE Camp lejeuns entered into a Pederal racilirieg

Since that time, MOB Cawp Lajeune has cantinued to condust
envirenmental investigations and celeanup pursvant vo the FPA and
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A couplete administrative mecord
bne ¢an be reviewed on-line

-

In order to be reRponIive to your original ingquiry, I would
like to provide You with an overview of goms of the details that
you may finda;g the en~lina address provided abova. paat

- The Holcemd Beulevard Water Distribution System was not
Sonstrugted until the early 1970'g. Prisr to that time, family
hous Aress currontly served by the Holeomb Boulevard systam
{including Paradise Point, Watking Village, and Berkley Manor)
Vere served by the Hadnot Poim: Water Distvibution Systen,
however, 1t 1g mot nlsay When the Hadnot Point Watex Diatribution
System firet became contaminated. As a result, the Navy has not
bean able to definitively determine the duration of exposure to
VOO contamination within the above refezanced family housing

Areas.

In January 1985, dissel fus] Lrom an underground storage
tank leaked iuto trhe ghoundwater znd Holcomb Bowlevard watex
Supply. The underground storage tank sice is currently being
¢leaned up undey the Underground Storage Tank Pregram through the
use of air eparging/seil Vapar extractica system,

As required by fedaral anvirenmental law, the Agancy for
Toxie Substsnces and Disease Registzy (ATEDR) initiaved in 1991
the Public Health Avsensment (PRA), U8, Corps Camp
Leleuns {Avgust 4, 1987, CERCIB & NC6170022580). The PHA ia
Ollowing en-line addraas;

; xR, The purpoge of the PHA is to muas:fbfotmiu
PuBlic hesith iwpacts that may have resulied from possible
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and bivthn Sutcowes. They published R Interim repeyt of the
study’s findinge pricr to Cconpleting the DmA. Both the PHA apng
the Volariie Orgrend o in Weter and Adverse
au:m &Ug::ﬂ%mlicuimg l?ss-:.sss;o, Augusc 19?8)
raports containe ewingeoncusmngazd tantixl
health affeety a¢ MCE Canp lejeune: {1) therey im égg ﬁ
increased rigk of cancer in aduits baged on estimated exposure
g::e;:.p: (2) cancercus bealth cffacts in children ayve unlilkaly,
woul

Based on a demire for further information, Arspr initiated a
telephons Health su, in Septembar 2899, to determing if there
is sufficient dats available to Sonduct & study on the
asgociation batween childhood illness and EXposuze to solvent-
contaminated water zt Mep Camp Lejeuns, 7he Susvay group
conalsts of 18,500 womsn who elther ecnoaived or gave birth at
Canp Lejeune from 1968 to 1986, ana w2y have basg exposed to
solvent-oentaminatrad drinking water. Eighty percent (13,100) of
these women muar r=fpond in order fary a stasistically valiqg study
o be conducted. mq date, appreximately §,000 women have

gponded gnd inguiries have been complicated Ly the
inability to loeate the rerkining candidates, The Havy is
ATSDR to devalop a cxedible action 2lan to fing
Burvey.

with
other likely candidates for the

several ¢laims were filed after ATSOR initiated the Mow Canp

Lejeune Health Burvey. As of September 5, 2000, 17 claims wers
filed undey thy Faderal Toxts Claims Act relatad to Past drinking
weter contamination at the MC3 Camp lejaune: (1) 11 clujime allege
adverse health elfects related to z child conceived ax horn at
the bage; and (2) 6 claims are en behalf of adults claiming
adverse health affasrg due to sxpogure tg conraminated drimieing
water while staticned oy livirg at the base. Thves of the alaims
filed by edqults Reeking coipensation for allaged adverse healtl

| affects were defiled under Ferws v, United States, 340 V.8. 135
{1850), The FPeres doetring bars ¢laimg undsr the Fedaral Tores
Claims Act if inipiated by current or formew service membgyg
alleging injuries that accurred incident te their active duty
service. The denied aclaimants wers serving on metiva duty in the
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U.B. Marine Corps when they lived atr Mrp Canp Lejeune and thus
are baxred by Feares, Bowever, the Peres destrine dees not affact

any other military or veterans benefits Lo which a gervige member
may be entitled. The remainder of the claims are pending revisw

by the Office of the Judge Advocate Genexral of the Navy, Claims,

Investigations, and Tort Litigation Branch.

Baged on my examivation of the Navy’'s Yesponsa to watey
contamination and the related claims &t MCE Camp Lejeuns, there
does not appear to be any need foxr action by the Committes at
this time. Altheugh I can appreciate your frustration with the
protracted nature of the Cleanup and othar related studies, these
activities typicelly involve extensiva invegtmenre of resouraes

and time, .

I appreciate your continuing interest in the water
contamination igsues at MCB Camp Lejeuna, and I hope that you

£ind my rasponss to your
wy axpactation that the on-line addresses provided earlier in
this letter will assist you in some of the future inquiries you

may have on this subject,

With kind regards, I am
Sincarely,

cLw
0000003440

i’




