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TO The Desaniment of Veteran Aflairs

My SR |1 s equested again that [ provide a letter 10 vou, clanfving some
points in my previous letter of February 9, 2000 | exaruned Mr il in the

oxicology ehime 2! S | el R Y— - iy D 2000
He was referred to me by the otoiarvngologist who treated hig cancer ot the hard palate

for a toxicological evaluation with regard to causation (Thys wumor was a adenocystc
“Zarcinoma of the right hard paliet JENESEESe w23 exposed to tochorocthylene &
T dchloroetindene. and terracEoretiviene from 1984 10 1987 Dursing these e:irs the

drinkiag water that he and hus family consumed while bving at T2a Ly cune Base

Housung was contamunated with these chemicals. The information on the dnnking water

contamination was contained in the document “Public Health Assessment, US Marine

Cerps Camp ©¢;eure Miltary Reservanions, Cerclis No NC ¢1700225380 preparec by the

Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseases Repstry

According to the United States Environmental Protectuion Agen<y’s IRIS (intewrated nsk
informaucen svatem) data base, the current state of knowiedge concerning the chemicals

1 which ”a.w his family wese exposed is:

Dichloroethylenc is known 10 cause cancer i mice and rats when consumed in their
dninking water. [t :s histed 83 a probable human carcinogen by the United Siates
Envirormental Protection Agency. Trichloroetinlene cancer nsk assessment has been
withdrawn pending further review. A new risk assessment decumert is deing prepared
Teteachlersihviene has no carciroaen:ciy msx assessment availabie at this nme that
would allow a quantitanve ritk sssessment The qualitative nsk assessment, i my
epimon, 1$ that persons who drnk water contaminate with these solvents are at risk for
developmen: of cancer

In the stsence of amy other know expo wzes 1hat could cause his cancer, it 15 my OpinioN
that ms&ffc{cd changes i the tssues of ks hard palate from dnnking

coraminated dronking water ¢ um.-xm:ﬂg cancer causing chemicals It is mv opiian that
these changes occurred while emploved :n the service of ks country at Camp Lejeune It
13 my opsruon that k::s»- changes were micts ’»sx:s@“: and occurred at the molecular level
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3 352 Department of Vterans Affairs o060 2 |
Raung D ecision . Winsoea-Solem Regional Office (Qg BQOG?}

NAME O VP TERAY | i858 NAREH [ $oca, secvmmvan |
' Disabled Amerxan Vewrans

10. Service connection for loss of hard palate due 1o cancer is granted with an evaluation of 20 percent
cffective November 4, 1998 3

. Service connection for residuals of cancer of the hard palate, partial loss of tongue with inability to speak
has acen estadlished as directly related to military service This condition is evaluaied as 100 percent
disabling from November 4, 1998. An cvaluation of 100 percent is assigned when there is inability 10
communicate by speech.

BV A decision dated 06-26-02 granted servaice coanection for cancer of the hard palate. The effective date is
datc of reopened claim, 11-04-98, As vour radiaticn therapy was complcied tn 1994, prior to date of re-
opened claim, this rating is based on current residuals.

In 1993, you were found to have adenecystic carcinoma of the nght hard palate which caused you to have
extreme debility of speaking, mastication, swallowing and severe partial Joss of taste. You have to eat soft
foods and require the use of Ensure You have extreme dillicully communicating with others because of you
specch impairment.

On examination, one third to one half of vour tongue was missing. There was marked atrophy on that side
of the torgue. Hecause of this large hole in vour palate and the difficulty in opening your mouth, your
speech was extremely muffled and very difficull to understand, so you kad marked difficulty in
communicating. Yeou were unable to whisper or raise vour voice.

2. Eatitlement to special momthly compensation is warranted in this case because critenia regarding Joss of
usc of tongue have been mct.

Secwnleupinel

3. Service connection for residuals of cancer of the hard palate, loss of tecth has been established as directly
related to military service. This condition 15 exaluated us 40 percemt disabling fom Novemnber 4. 1598, Ar

evaluation of 40 percent 13 assigned for Joss of all tecth where the lost masticatory surface cannot be restored
by suitable prosthesis

VA examination showed vou had compicte loss of 1eeth with no compensation due to reatment for cances
of the hard palate.

4. Service coansction for residuals cancer of the hard palate. maxillary sinusitis has been established as
directly related 1o mulitary service, Dhis condition 1s evaluared as 30 percent disabling from
November 4, 1998, An evaluation of 30 percent is assigned whenever there are three or more incapacitating
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1. Service connection for residuals of cancer of the hard palate, partial loss of tongue with inability to
speak. ,
2. Entitlement to special monthly compensation based on loss of use of tongue.

3. Service connection for residuals of cancer of the hard palate, loss of teeth.

4. Service connection for residuals cancer of the hard palate, maxillary sinusitis.

5. Service connection for residuals, cancer of hard palate, limited motion of temporamandible joint, right.
6. Service connection for residuals cancer of the hard palate, disfigurcment of face.

7. Entitlement to special monthly compensation based on being housebound.

8. Entitlement to special monthly compensation based on the need for regular aid and attendance or being
housebound. ,

9. Eligibility to Dependents’ Educational Assistance under 38 U.S.C. chapter 35.

10. Service connection for loss of hard palate due to cancer,

EVIDENCE:

BV A decizion dated 06-26-02

Evidence contained in claims file
QTC examination dated 09-05-02

DECISION:

1. Service connection for residuals of cancer of the hard palate, partial loss of tongue with inability to speak
is granted with an evaluation of 100 percent effective November 4, 1998.

2. Eatitlement (o special monthly compensation based on loss of use of tongue is granted effective
November 4, 1998.

3. Service connection for residuals of cancer of the hard palate, loss of teeth is granted with an evaluation of
40 percent effective November 4, 1998.

4. Service connection for residuals cancer of the hard palate, maxillary sinusitis is granted with an
evaluation of 30 percent effective November 4, 1998.

5. Service connection for residuals, cancer of hard palate, limited motion of temporamandible joint right is
granted with an evaluation of 30 percent effective November 4, 1998,

6. Service connection for residuals cancer of the hard palate, disfigurement of face is granted with an
cvaluation of 50 percent effcctive November 4, 1998.

7. Entitlement to special monthly compensation based on being housebound is granted effective

November 4, [ 998,

8. Entitlement to special monthly compensation based on the need for regular aid and attendance or being
housebound is denied.

9. Basic eligibility to Dependents’ Edueational Assistance is established from November 4, 1908



